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President Alberto Fujimori formally promulgated the nation's 12th constitution on Dec. 29. The 226-
article Magna Carta was put into effect on Dec. 31 following its publication in the official federal
register. The new constitution clears the way for a possible reelection bid by Fujimori. "The new
constitution reflects the profound changes in Peru in the last 15 years and puts on the record the
structural reforms made over the last three years aimed at modernizing the country," said Fujimori.
The magna carta, drafted by an 80-member constituent congress (Congreso Constituyente
Democratico, CCD), contains several controversial articles. For example, the new constitution allows
for application of the death penalty against persons convicted of terrorist acts which result in death,
forcing Peru to withdraw from an inter-American human rights pact that prohibits the death penalty
in those cases (see NotiSur 06/18/93 and 09/03/93). The draft constitution was approved by a 4%
margin in a national referendum held in October. Members of the opposition in the CCD boycotted
the promulgation ceremony in protest over the government's refusal to amend the constitution
despite broad public disagreement with many of its articles.
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